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Foreword: September 20, 1952, our 
Director Raoul Follereau sent the 
President the 7th General Assembly 
the United Nations the letter which 
published below. 

This step marks the culmination 
investigation that Mr, 
has been conducting for many years 
throughout the world, and the cam- 
paign which has been waging all 
continents the defense and social 
rehabilitation patients.” 

noted that Mr. Follereau “undoubted- 
the man who has seen the greatest 
number all the 
world.” 

Today, with the strength that 
nique experience, denounces before 
the conscience all humanity the 
erable, odious, and inhuman destiny 
which too many countries still reserve 
for these sick persons. stigmatizes for 
what they actually are those colo- 
nies which are really cemeteries and 
mass burial grounds, has found 
them his around-the-world travels. 

demands the closing these 
convict-prisons and their replacement 
sanitoria for patients, where per- 
sons with will treated human 
beings and not they were accursed. 

real indictment—he 
and offers submit evidence. 

will difficult for the not 
listen his voice and refuse take 
interest the condition most 
painfully oppressed minority the 


world,” 
* * 


RAOUL FOLLEREAU ASKS THE 

UNITED NATIONS CLOSE LEP- 

ROSARIA AND REPLACE 

THEM WITH SANATORIA FOR 
PATIENTS 


Mr. President: 

The Charter the United Nations 
states Article that “the General 
Assembly shall initiate studies and make 
recommendations for the purpose 
promoting international co-operation 
field (s) and assisting the 
realization human rights basic 
freedoms for all without distinction 
race, sex, language, religion.” 

The text the Dumbarton Oaks 
Agreement was still more explicit: 

“The United Nations will seek im- 
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spect and strict observance human 
rights and basic freedoms for all without 
distinction race, sex, language, and 
religion.” 

the basis those official 
declarations, which express the unani- 
mous thought and will the United 
Nations, that appeal the General 
Assembly, 

This appeal concerns persons suffer- 
ing from Hansen’s disease. 

1952, the 20th century Chris- 
tianity, when the words “liberty” and 
“democracy” are universally used, not 
understood, there are the world mil- 
lions human beings who remain be- 
yond the law, stricken with kind 
social excommunication, without having 
committed any other crime than being 
sick, 

Although they are afflicted with 
disease which less contagious than 
tuberculosis and more repulsive 
nevertheless they are 
banned and 

Even several countries remark- 
able efforts have already been made, and 
the World Health Organization, thanks 
talented and fearless men, has al- 
ready undertaken effective program, 
still fact that most the time 
person with remains condemned 
for life and often relegated 
foul “ghettoes” abandoned local 
superstitions and curses. 

The casual unconcern civilized na- 
tions before this tragic problem such 
supply even approximate statistics 
the number its cases, and 
present not possible determine 
within several million the total number 
cases the world. 

Heiser and Sticker estimate them 
two millions. 

Burnet, Rogers, and Muir five 
millions. 

Oberdoerfer seven millions, 

Despite the difference these fig- 
ures, they have one point common: 
they are definitely below the true num- 
ber. 

Since have been traveling through- 
out the world, making on-the-spot in- 
vestigations and personally questioning 
the most qualified authorities, have 
come the conclusion, the certainty, 
that there exist the world least 
ten twelve million cases, 

which means: for every 200 inhabit- 


ants; 

case for each two cases tuber- 
culosis. 


equally qualified and sincere experts 


lead such different results? 

Because for number countries 
remains shameful sickness. 
such countries, families, persons 
having are hidden away, concealed, 
buried. 

Being incomplete doctored, the 
Statistics are false. 

Dr. Jean-Paul Veltin 
made survey which less eloquent for 
what says than for what does not 
say. 

based requests that each 
country supply the approximate num- 
ber its cases. 

The results certainly are very curious. 

Thus learn that whereas Nicara- 
gua recognizes the existence 3,000 
cases, Salvador counts only 152 and 
Guatemala 150. And whereas Colombia 
states that has 30,000, Ecuador will 
admit only 725. 

Whereas French Guiana announces 
that afflicts 45.5 per thousand its 
population, Dutch Guiana gives its 
rate 5.6 per thousand and British Gui- 
ana 3.4. 

which are separated only political 
frontiers and which are subjected the 
same endemic diseases should actually 
represent such wide differences. 

Certain estimates are obviously erro- 
neous, such Indonesia’s with 
rate 0.98, Irak 0.035, while India 
admits rate 4.52. Pakistan declares 
that has cases 

These figures give sufficiently elo- 
quent insight into the disorder which 
this most painful problem today as- 
signed, rather abandoned. 

The world the future will 
shocked the thoughtlessness with 
which our generation allows millions 
human beings throughout the world 
rot death. The people those times 
will find difficult believe those 
expressions human brotherhood that 
are often proclaimed our speeches, 
but that all too few deeds confirm. 

Yet this inertia and cowardice are all 
the more inexcusable view the fact 
that recent scientific discoveries have 
made possible state that the great 
majority cases can now ef- 
ficaciously treated and 
contagious. 

The cost the treatment absurdly 
low, and its application very simple. 

can say without exaggerated con- 
fidence that today held check. 
another fifty years, can con- 
Henceforth, that depends only 
our courage and good will. 

But order deliver mankind from 
HD, man must first deprived his 
absurd terror the disease, and the 


patient must liberated from the un- 
just and intolerable curse which pursues 
him. all too often, soon the 
patients discover the earliest symptoms, 
they hide flee disappear, they 
sarium.” And because all too often that 
“leprosarium” prison. 

Dr. Chaussinand, Chief the 
Service the Institut Pasteur Paris, 
has written very forcefully his mas- 
terly treatise the disease: 

“The internment patients (in 
our times) has taken severity which 
was unknown the Middle 
Today speak isolation for life, and 
colonies are often located islands 
stall any escape. Even the penal 
camps former days the convicts were 
not always severely incarcerated 
patients are now certain in- 
stitutions. That archaic conception 
anti-HD prophylaxis contains ele- 
ment cruelty which hardly expect 
world which claims 

And the distinguished (Hansenolo- 
gist) adds: 

inhuman measures might per- 
haps excused were evident that 
they were effective. But must admit 
that prophylaxis HD, when based 
the obligatory internment 
tients, illugical, ineffective, and dan- 
gerous.” And supplies irrefutable 
proofs. 

There exists therefore 
reason condemn the patient isola- 
tion and still less drive him out 
society. 

The patient with sick person 
just like any other. must given 
treatment just like another sick person: 
his own home when his disease, 
its early stages, still benign and non- 
contagious; special isolation wards 
even hospitals villages, when his 
form the disease constitutes risk for 
others. But must always treated 
with perfect respect for his human 
dignity, for his beliefs, for his hopes, and 
without ever undermining his personal 
liberty, that most precious and sacred 
all human attributes. 

The American hospital Hale 
Mohalu Hawaii offers this con- 
nection example which deserves 
stressed and followed. 

Consequently campaign public 
opinion must promoted countries 
which endemic order that 
persons having may looked upon 
ordinary patients, neither more nor 
less feared than many others, 
and order that they may treated 
humane way all who deal with 
them.Then, being reassured their re- 
integration into human society, whence 
ignorance and selfishness had proscribed 


them, they will longer hesitate 
say: have HD.” And those who hear 


them say will accept the 


without emotion and without hatred, 
just when they hear other sick per- 
sons declare: have cancer,” 
have tuberculosis,” will never occur 
them that the patient should 
penalized for some inexpiable crime. 

Today the problem longer 
merely medical problem, but also and 
above all human problem. 

involves our taking stand the 
question whether accept that mil- 
lions human beings, simply because 
they are sick, can treated like bandits, 
condemned perpetual isolation, and 
sentenced die abandonment and 
despair. 

There such thing silence 
which one day becomes act com- 

That why, Mr. President, have 
the honor asking you bring this 
appeal the attention the General 
Assembly the United Nations, and 
especially, virtue Article the 
Charter, the Economic 
Council, order that may organize 
sincere survey, complete possible, 
cases, and may submit the 
countries that are interested pressing 
and precise recommendations “with 
view assure effective respect for 
human rights and basic freedoms,” 
which have been acknowledged ap- 
plying all and therefore apply 
patients well. insisting this 
survey, making itself the fervent and 
uncompromising defender “the most 
painfully oppressed minority 
world,” the United Nations will give 
proof its effectiveness, which 
condition its difficult existence. 

would also desirable that 
virtue the said Article the Coun- 
cil should publish statement and then 
prepare draft international con- 
vention defining the legal status 
patients, assuring the protection their 
human dignity and the defense their 
rights, which are those all human 
beings. 

That declaration might take the fol- 
lowing form: 

The General Assembly the United 
Nations solemnly proclaims that the 
maintaining institutions for 
tients which resemble prisons ceme- 
teries mass burial grounds for living 
persons unworthy Nations that 
considered. 

The General Assembly the United 
Nations, observing the progress ther- 
apy for HD, recommends the closing 
“leprosaria” and their transformation 
into centers for treatment “sanatoria 
for patients,” which persons hav- 
ing will apply for treatment, with 


the guarantee that upon becoming non- 
contagious and upon the conclusion 
set period for security, they will 
permitted freely depart and take 
their former work and full social 
activity, without any discrimination. 

The General Assembly the United 
Nations recommends all member Na- 
tions: 

—to make conscientious and frank cen- 
sus their cases HD, loyally 
facilitate the work mission organ- 
ized the UN; 

—solemnly proclaim that 
tients are subject the same laws 
all other citizens and that they are pro- 
tected them; 

—to undertake guarantee their free- 
dom soon they have been declared 
non-contagious duly responsible med- 
ical experts; 

—and give them the same facilities, 
the same advantages, the 
lege all other citizens without any 
exception. 

shall willingly hold 
able supply bring the Assembly 
additional documents and evidence, 
summon and give hearing. 

Please accept, Mr. President, res- 
pectful 

Very sincerely yours, 
Raoul Follereau 
the Academie des Sciences Coloniales, 
* * * 

Note: The January-February, 1953, is- 
sue Mr. Follereau’s bulletin Mission 
France reports number favor- 
able reactions his message the 
United Nations behalf the world’s 
patients. 

official the World Health Or- 
ganization acknowledged receipt the 
message and complimented the writer 
the and generous” terms 
which used, adding that the WHO 
shared his “noble preoccupation” and 
conveying its “sympathy” and “best 
wishes for the success” the work 
which has undertaken. 

UNESCO editor named Goldsmith has 
been reproduced over newspapers 
and magazines throughout the world. 

The official Vatican newspaper Os- 
servatore Romano for 
1952, published the complete text 
Mr. Follereau’s message the UN. 

number French radio stations 
have broadcast talks about it. 

Furthermore, Mr. Follereau 
ceived encouraging letters support 
his message distinguished 
Mayor Lyon, Edward Herriot; Gen- 
eral Maxime Weygand; the well known 
writer Georges Duhamel, 
the French Academy; 
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Tribute Pioneer 


William Danner first came into 
ken about years ago when walked 
into room the isolation ward 
large New York hospital. was 
friendly and understanding, and after 
talking with him for minutes so, 
felt that belonged the human race 
again. But was puzzled. Why had this 
stranger come see me. Even after 
read his card “William Danner, general 
secretary, American Mission (and 
winced the odious word two dec- 
ades ago), could not entirely account 
for his interest. those days ideas 
about missionaries were rather vague. 
they the people who sailed 
away the South Seas convert the 
natives and clothe them Mother Hub- 
bards. 


Mr. Danner came again and again 
during the two months was “detained” 
that one small room, feeling pretty 
sorry for myself. looked forward his 
visits, particularly after was told that 
Carville would destiny and 
destination. What would like, 
wondered. Mr. Danner had been Car- 
ville number times and told 
lot about and reassured me, Perhaps 
painted too rosy picture, but the 
time suppose was the only thing 
could do. When left for Carville, Mr. 
and Mrs, Danner came Grand Cen- 
tral bid revoir, not good-by, 
said, because would see 
Carville. And did, more than once. 

Through the years mutual interests 
strengthened the bond friendship 
between and kept touch until 
short time before Uncle Will’s death 
which occurred his home Wash- 
ington, Nov. 14, 1952, his 
90th year. 

William Mason Danner was born 
Mercer County, Illinois, and reared 
Iowa farm. was active YMCA 
work before accepted the post 
secretary the American Com- 
mittee the London Mission, formed 
1911, and from that date on, his work 
with HD, with which this Mission was 
exclusively concerned, became his con- 
suming interest and his life work. 

new duties, began his visits Car- 
ville, which was then Louisiana State 
institution, although the London Com- 
mittee, which had employed him, 
charged him give time attention 
the U.S.A, was told that 
his task was raise money for the Lon- 
don Mission for their work India, 
the actual work being carried U.S. 
missionaries, However, without the ap- 
proval the London Committee, 
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William Danner 1863—1952 


did some independent personal investi- 
gation this country. From 
article prepared Mr. Danner himself, 
quote, discovered that every com- 
munity where cases leprosy were 
found had made specialty KEEP- 
ING DARK and one community 
wanted have known case there 
were local patients. Careful, consistent, 
and persistent effort disclosed the fact 
that that time there were one more 
cases leprosy dwelling each one 
our States and many these 
were grossly mistreated. And only 
two our States were cases leprosy 
being cared for with friendly and hu- 
mane sympathy, Massachusetts and 
Louisiana.” 

sen’s disease the United States has 
never been written, but should be, 
the name William Mason Danner 
deserves chronicled the pioneer 
who blazed the way secure kinder and 
more humane treatment for pa- 
tients, and this statement can abun- 
dantly documented. 

Following his personal investigations, 
Mr. Danner laid the facts before the 
Surgeon General the Public Health 
Service. was referred the Public 
Health Committee the U.S. Senate, 
(Senator Ransdell Louisiana, Chair- 
man,) and March 25, 1916, Con- 
gressional Hearing was held 4086, 
bill provide for the care and treat- 
ment persons afflicted with HD. This 
hearing was attended representative 
medical men and missionary leaders 
with Mr. Danner its spearhead. Cal- 
endar 282, 64th Congress, records Sena- 
Ransdell’s statement, matter 
(HD) was first brought attention 
Mr. Danner. talked over and 
the United States, the horrible con- 
dition many them, some them 
being solitary confinement and suf- 
fering like criminals, and his story im- 


pressed with the necessity for some- 
thing being done, and introduced this 
bill his suggestion.” took three 
full years get this measure finally 
adopted. Then took three more full 
years find place locate the hos- 
pital. 

Mr. Danner gave convincing testi- 
mony the Congressional hearing and 
later was appointed one com- 
mittee five (the others were doctors) 
select site for national hospi- 
fought for the location the hos- 
pital tract land the mountains 


West Virginia, but was unable 


swing the deal. Several locations were 
under consideration, but everywhere the 
committee would go, group 
individuals, they met with strong op- 
position from irate citizens, one Flor- 
ida resort town, Mr. Danner was met 
the station mass people, The 
mayor pushed his way through the 
crowd and said, will all can 
protect you from personal violence.” 
friend who had arranged appointments 
for Mr. Danner said, “The hotel has 
cancelled your room reservation.” Fi- 
nally, the Louisiana State hospital 
was purchased but only last resort. 
Mr. Danner was not favor this 
location because the climatic and 
swampy factor. However, went 
Louisiana representative the 
Public Health Service complete ar- 
rangements for the purchase and 
“overcome antagonistic attitudes and 
create friendly sentiments.” This did 
and how did story itself. 

1917, when the American Com- 
mittee the London Missions was in- 
corporated independent American 
body, Mr, Danner became its first gen- 
eral secretary, and under his twenty-five 
years dynamic leadership the organi- 
zation grew from small group 
national organization with six branch 
offices, sending hospitals over 
the world almost half million dollars 
each year, Mr. Danner made two world 
tours hospitals Asia, Africa, 
and South America, studying different 
methods treatment, conferring with 
physicians and government officials with 
view bettering the conditions 
patients everywhere. 

Uncle Will made his last visit Car- 
ville September, 1942. was then 
secretary-emeritus the American Mis- 
sions and his 80th year. Some idea 
his indomitable spirit can gained 
from story related that time Dr. 
F.A. Johansen, one his great admirers, 
“Mrs. Johansen and were driving home 
from Baton Rouge when saw well- 

(continued page 10) 
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The House 
That 
Hank 


Ann Page 


For some years our editor has urged 
write the story the building 
our cottage the hospital grounds for 
one the national magazines. Not be- 
ing professional writer I’ve never at- 
tempted anything that ambitious but 
feel that should written-up for 
our own publication and for the en- 
joyment our own readers. The build- 
ing comfortable home out 
brooder house and transforming un- 
sightly dump heap into 
landscaped corner lesson fore- 
sight and ingenuity. the beginning, 
make clear that the foresight 
and ingenuity are not mine but belong 
simply enjoy the comfort the home 
dreamed and built and 
which gave only moral support. An- 
other point want clarify that 
Hank had never been carpenter, ar- 
nor brick layer until built 
Chateau Simon, but gifted with 
ability make good use his hands, 
had often spoken site 
slightly the rear and across the road 
from cottage being the ideal 
building spot our community. could 
see only piles accumulated junk 
stacked high the edge the land 
and the ten-foot-high weeds which com- 
pletely hid the well-constructed brooder 
house, used Stanley’s orderly raise 
chickens. could understand that the 
piling rubbish there, through the 
years, had built the site higher 
level than those adjacent it, but 
get the building one traversed path 
boards between tool houses and vege- 
table gardens belonging other cot- 
tages. couldn’t visualize house look- 
ing out the rear all those dinky 
sheds and weed infested gardens. Still 
Hank would say optimistically, like 
make that corner the show place 


the beginning 


Chateau Simon 


and Hank spoke him about purchas- 
ing the building. Juan was willing 
sell it, provided Hank would also buy 
the chickens occupying the buildings. 
The first step was get permission 
from the hospital authorities build 
the site, for its condition was 
value all. Dr. Johansen real- 
ized that the spot was unsightly and 
that any one could improve ap- 
pearance Hank could. This explained 
our Medical Officer Charge, the 
late Dr. G.H. Faget. Permission was 
granted verbally and then confirmed 
writing for the record. All this tran- 
spired the summer 1946 when pri- 
orities building materials were ever 
present but had friends the con- 
tracting business who offered use 
their priorities secure materials for 
us. planned build leisurely, pur- 
chasing what could pay for one 
time, for going into debt was the one 
thing emphasized would not agree 
to. 

The next step was try convince 
the hens, rooster and friers that they 
had get outside into ramshackled 
shed could begin with rake, hoe 
and shovel clean the floors. Those 
were the most persistent fowls have 
ever seen and night after night had 
drive them outside again until 
finally sold the entire bunch them. 
Believe me, we’ve had live chickens 
the place since, While were still 
trying remove the odors 
building that could stay inside 
long enough time plan what 
do, big change developed our lives. 
little girl, just years old, was brought 
patient and motherly nature 
enveloped her completely. Dr. Johan- 
sen asked Hank and take her 
our ward for the duration her resi- 
dency. wanted her badly and also 
wanted get the home far enough 
along have her with constantly, 
where would have better chance 
supervising her daily life. the first 
afternoon that had her decided 


looks today 


take her the building site and tell 
her about the house were going 
build. Nancy had been strict isolation 
for several months before being brought 
this hospital, and never will forget 
what she said started down. from 
the main part the hospital toward 
the area call Cottage Grove. Hank 
was riding her his bicycle with him 
and was riding ahead wheel. 
When started out into the open, 
with the blue skies above, the green 
lawn below and the magnificent trees 
alive with birds all sides, the child 
rather drew back and grasping Hank’s 
shirt said, you sure get 
scolded way out there into the 
open?” Hank, with his customary kind- 
ness, said, “Nancy, dear, where 
take you all right for you You 
are with now, and will 
never take you anywhere that you 
should not go.” Still puzzled, she que- 
ried, “You mean can play the grass 
and will all right. won’t locked 
room all alone again.” Only 
parents can realize what terrific tug 
our heartstrings such talk from 
year-old child brought us. 

Hank exerted every effort get the 
interior the building into shape for 
occupancy the earliest possible mo- 
ment, but that took six months 
taking Nancy the infirmary every 
night and getting her every morning be- 
fore could even get the bare neces- 
sities living into the building. But 
Nancy stayed with another two and 
one-half years before attaining her dis- 
charge and being returned her fam- 
ily, budding young lady vibrant with 
health instead the little girl pale 
and thin, who had come three 
years before. 

But back the story the building 
‘our cottage. While the original 
structure was all good cypress lumber, 
the foundations were shaky, the first 
step was jack-up the building, put 
concrete blocks underneath level 
the entire structure. you’ve never 
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this community.” wouldn’t actually 
say “Bosh,” but was assuredly thinking 
along those lines. 
Stanley’s orderly, Juan, was about 
achieve his long dreamed discharge 


jacked-up building high enough for 
person get under and install new 
concrete blocks, then lowered back 
the supports see level, then 
you don’t know thing about patience 
coupled with brawn. Once leveled and 
solidly seated good foundations the 
came for consideration. They 
were thick cypress, but uphill and 
down vale, making impossible tile 
over them. Failing his efforts se- 
cure sander which would operate 
direct current, Hank was determined 
not outwitted. purchased 
metal lathing and installed over the 
rough floors and concreted the entire 
surface level. This finish took asphalt 
tiles beautifully. 


Our kitchen popular place 


The main structure its new form 
consisted only large bedroom and 
combination kitchen-dinette bath 
was necessity. This Hank built large 
nough for dressing room with built-in 
chests drawers, linen storage shelves 
and clothes closet. The old fashioned 
tub legs now modern 
bath you can imagine. Hank removed 
the legs, rested the tub flat the floor, 
the niche between the chests draw- 
ers, and plastered apron the ex- 
posed side. the time that this phase 
the building was going on, new 
soda fountain was being installed the 
Patients’ Canteen and the old one was 
discarded. The marble from this 
old fountain was junked. Hank 
our building site. This cut with 
into the proper dimensions, 
providing marble walls around our 
bathtub. The bathroom walls are yellow 
simulated tile and celotex panels with 
black and white tiled floor. 

With the completion the bath, and 


tane system, were able set resi- 
dency sort. The roof where the liv- 
ing room would eventually had been 
constructed over the ground serve 
shelter for the building materials 
used later on. moved March 
1947 and that was the rainiest month 
ever lived through. get from our 
cottage the gravel road out front 
went through mud and slush, planks 
various widths and lengths which 
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were floating the mucky 
tween the little sheds belonging 
neighboring houses. Nancy and Hank 
got adept riding their wheels over 
these boards the gravel road but 
every time tried found myself 
the middle the mud—a sticky mess, 
having return the cottage for 
change clothing. just lived over- 
shoes and raincoat. Those were the days 
that actually doubted the wisdom 
our undertaking. 

work progressed our neighbors be- 
came more and more co-operative. Lolita 
and Marvin were occupying Lucky 
Villa, across the road, the time and 
the tool shed belonging their cottage 
was exactly where our front yard should 
have been. Marvin told Hank he’d 
help him move the building 
could have that spot for our yard. When 
this was accomplished, old 
moved and weeds cut down, things 
looked brighter. Then Bill, another 
neighbor, told Hank that didn’t 
think was right have one his 
chicken houses just jutting out into 
where our yard should be. Hank 
would move back and rewire for 
electricity, could have the spot. This 
evened side the yard but just 
outside where our living room win- 
dows were was the remnants 
garden with barbed wire all but against 
our house. This neighbor looked the 
situation over and decided could 
garden his own yard the last sec- 
tion was cleared giving the complete 
curving corner. 


leisure our Living Room 


Heavy timbers normally used for sup- 
porting floors were not available 
Hank decided ours would Califor- 
nia ranch type home Louisiana, Lum- 
ber that could purchased was expen- 
sive and green. our living room, sun 
porch and breeze-way were built 
ground level with red brick floors and 
every bit the mortar required lay 

those bricks was mixed with hoe 
wooden trough. The balance the 
house two three feet higher with 
brick stairs connecting the levels. Even- 
tually the living room was completed 
but for long time timbers jutted out 
where the sun porch and front entrance 
were built. our sun porch 


and living room, built shape, 
consist casement type windows 
all outside walls and like having 
the outdoors inside those areas. The sun 
porch shelters our many ferns and pot 
plants and our living room done 
maple furnishings with colorful slip 
covers and drapes which not hinder 
the view. the living room 
done walnut furnishings because 
could not find radio-phonograph and 
record cabinet finished 
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machine kept busy 


Hank built Hollywood bed and 
desk for our room but the other furnish- 
ings were purchased, including that 
Singer sewing machine use and enjoy 
much. the kitchen Hank built 
table curved one end exactly fit 
into the arch the top the china cab- 
inet which hinged, All counters 
are linoleum-covered green and the 
tile the floor green and white. 
Recently enclosed our service 
porch making nice all 
broom closets, etc., are set the walls 
most attractive manner. 

The breeze-way joins our house and 
Hank’s workshop, where spends 
lot time dreaming ways and means 
improving our cottage. has built 
the Adirondack-type lawn furniture for 
the breeze-way and many the sum- 
mer’s leisure hours and much our en- 
tertaining, too, are enjoyed out there. 
has even built pedestal-type fan 
for the breeze-way. 


Hank’s workshop 

The once unsightly corner now 
filled in. The lawn has slight roll from 
the house the road, preventing any 
water from standing, and there are brick 
continued page 
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are probably three hundred bicycles Carville, John one the craft 
Olsen does brisk repair business. Barbering one the ploys his former 
most popular and competitive businesses, perhaps because 
ant barbers, and here Sylvester gives haircut one two 
shops. The beauty parlor also receives stiff competition from 
the home permanenters, 


Photos J.P. Harris 


Johnny Harris, draftsman train- 
developed his hobby for photog- 
raphy after coming Carville and has 
pictures Ever since the first patients arrived 
leading magazines and newspapers. 


need for income, and this need was felt 
were the heads families 

when coming Carville. found that 
uncertain but that would certainly long- 
without help. Many patients found 
drance their physical recovery, and some 
discontinuing treatment and leaving for hon 


where they could secure employment. 
line souvenirs, and imported Long ago one patient who was not able 
merchandise. hospitalization decided try another soluti 
income with the need the 
small shop his room, one knew 


was piled high his bed, chair, table, and 


slept, because you could buy things anytime 


was that for some them such enterprises 


Many have followed his wake, some 


others learning these pages, 
Radio repair serv- 
ice patients who depend upon for 
their contact with current happenings 
and entertainment. Pete the current 
chief. 


operated patients. 
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cabinet maker. 


Carville 


Text T.H. Richards 


ved Carville they have felt the great 
felt most urgently those patients who 
their dependents unprovided for 
that their period treatment here was 
long—too long, least, for their families 
ound this mental depression serious hin- 
some took the very obvious solution 
home, possible, some other town 

able shed his responsibilities during 
solution, and combined his need for 
slept, because his merchandise 
le, and dresser, nor did they know when 
anytime the night. What they did know 
rprises might solution their problem. 
some their trades with them and 


pages, picture few the present shops 


Urbano and Max, the proprietors the diy cleaning estab- 
lishment, recently purchased new equipment. 

Jessie operates one the hand laundries. 
One our most active merchants Milton, 
produce your door, and advertises with musical chant. 


Junior repairs stoves and toasters and 
one the best odds and 
ends the community. 


The Quality Shop extremely mi- 
nute department store, 
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been the trouble shooter outboard 
motors scooters, 


Herbert operates fix-it shop and 
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Science Action 


NEW HANSEN’S DISEASE WEAPON ANNOUNCED 
HONOLULU DOGTORS 


Photo: Honolulu Star Bulletin 


Dr. Edwin left, and Dr. Max Levine examine test tubes 
used study that affords new tool observing Hansen’s disease patients 
and may hold the key eventually stamping out the malady. 


After long hours laboratory study 
with test tubes and microscopes, five 
Honolulu researchers may have come 
with what could one im- 
portant discoveries recent 
the fight against Hansen’s disease. 

These men and 
Dr. Max Levine and Dr: Edwin 
ment health, have concluded that 
many the chemical components or- 
ganisms which cause tuberculosis and 
those that cause Hansen’s disease are 
exactly alike. Their work was discussed 
articles appearing the Honolulu 
press January. had been previously 
reported scientific paper published 
the International Journal Lep- 
rosy, Vol. 20, No, April-June 1952) 
following Dr. Levine’s paper the 
subject which presented before the 
1951 meeting the Society Ameri- 
can Bacteriologists, 

Scientists have long known that Han- 
sen’s disease germs and germs pos- 
sess the same rod-like look under mi- 
croscope. They also have known both 
are difficult get “unstained.” 

Researchers have method stain- 
ing microbes with dye order ob- 
serve them better during laboratory 
tests. With nearly all bacteria, the dye 
will wash out easily after good soaking 
alcohol. Two exceptions are and 


organisms. 

Dr. Levine and Dr. Chung-Hoon were 
aware these similarities between the 
microbes, but they went one two 
steps further. 

They found that antibodies produced 
microbes have much common, too. 
(Antibodies are created the body for 
protection against disease.) 

was from this discovery that the 
men concluded chemical components 
the two different organisms must the 
same. The components would have 
alike order produce similar 
antibodies, 

This conclusion was significant, but 
Dr. Levine made even more import- 
ant inference. 

Dr. Levine deducted that since their 
chemical components are the same, any 
vaccine that could immunize person 
against might also 
ance against HD, 

vaccine used Europe, Asia, and 
South America immunize children 
BCG. the U.S., BCG 
has been recommended “probably 
desirable” among nurses, doctors, 
oratory workers and members fami- 
lies where tuberculosis present. 

There’s evidence bolster the Hono- 
luluans’ hope that BCG shots might also 
protect children disease 


sufferers from the malady. 

This would stop the affliction where 
most commonly occurs—within the 
femily. not inherited, but 
TB, some children parent 
parents seem inherit predisposition 
tissue weakness the disease. 

for the discovery’s value study- 
ing individual cases, the doctors hope 
will enable them obtain informa- 
tion not previously available changes 
which take place within Hansen’s dis- 
ezse patient’s bloodstream. Some Vene- 
zuelan investigators after studying 113 
patients concluded that BCG vac- 
the problem discharge patients 
Hansenaria. 

Working the tests with Dr. Levine, 
heads the Territorial Health De- 
Bureau Laboratories, and 
Chung-Hoon, chief the Depart- 
ment’s Hansen’s disease medical serv- 
ices, were three Dr, co- 
workers: Edwin Ichiriu and Jiro Ara- 
kaki, bacteriologists, and Mrs. Marguer- 
ite Beatty, laboratory administrator. 


HORMONES TRIED 


Cortisone and ACTH, hormones use- 
ful arthritis and many other condi- 
tions, are proving successful overcom- 
ing two the complications sometimes 
found HD, Dr. John Lowe, 
disease specialist Nigeria, West Afri- 
ca, reports the British Medical Jour- 
nal (Oct. 1952). 


The two complications are: (1) acute 


and subacute eye inflammation from 
which the local use cortisone 
appears effective and safe; (2) 
sulfone sensitivity with drug fever, and 
skin and liver inflammation. This lat- 
ter condition, Dr, Lowe says, the 
one real danger associated with sulfone 
treatment.” Sulfone chemicals are now 
being widely used the treatment 
Hansen’s disease, and with good results. 
But some patients become allergic 
the chemical after few weeks, just 
some become allergic sulfa drugs. 
Nigeria, about two per cent pa- 
tients become sensitive, allergic, 
sulfones. 


MOC TALKS MISS, 


Staff and nurses the U.S. Veterans 
Hospital Biloxi, Miss., got first-hand 
information about the diagnosis and 
treatment Hansen’s disease, when Dr. 
F.A. Johansen, Carville’s Medical Offi- 
cer Charge, addressed this group 
Feb. the same date Dr, Johansen 
spoke before meeting the Coast 
Medical Society the Biloxi Hospital. 


February 
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BRAZIL 


article the American Missions 
(July-Aug.-Sept. announces: 
“More good news for leprosy victims 
comes from Brazil, where two new laws 
have been enacted recently break 
down public prejudice against the dis- 
ease. One calls for the designation 
all Brazilian leprosy hospitals, asylums, 
colonies sanatoria sanatoria- 
colonies, without reference leprosy. 
The other gives the right vote all 
general elections interned patients, 
This action, which the culmination 
seven-year fight, has met with wide 
popular approval,” 

Brazil has recent years exhibited 
very progressive attitude toward 
and now having recognized 
lated against some the applications 
the stigmatizing and erroneous word 
“leprosy,” hoped that they will pro- 
ceed the root the trouble and 
obtain through legislation the outlaw- 
ing the misnomer “leprosy,” replacing 
did Hawaii 1949, with the more 
proper term Hansen’s disease. 

Several Brazilian publications 
have come our attention this past 
month demonstrate the educational 
publicity that being given the ill- 
ness that country. ‘These publications 
are printed Portuguese, and are 
indebted John Thompson, Di- 
rector, Division Latin American Re- 
lations, Louisiana State University, 
paper published Recife, Pernambuco. 
Its purpose defend the interests 
patients with Hansen’s disease. have 
previously called your attention the 
magazine Damiao, published Rio 
Janeiro, which has its motto “Radi- 
ating the light truth and combating 
the errors and misconceptions,” 
the copy which now our desk, 
find article about G.H. Faget, 
who developed the successful sulfone 
treatment for Carville, and re- 
print STAR, Eunice 
Oneto’s article Life.” Re- 
English and Portuguese, and where the 
complete ‘articles are not published 
both languages, given 
English. 


the suggestion Raphael Brown, 
whose world survey the illness was 
STAR plans compile index 
the over the world that 
devoted the education the pub- 
lic HD. would appreciate any in- 
readers may possession of. 
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MRS. GUNN REKINDLES LIGHT 
OREGON 


August 19, 1952, Mrs. Charles 
Gunn, (above) Portland, Oregon, wrote 
THE STAR that she wanted help 
awaken the American Legion, its 
Auxiliary, the and and 
turn the public, realization the 
need for understanding Hansen’s dis- 
ease and the facts that are retarding 
legislation. Mrs. Gunn had just become 
Chairman Past Presidents Parley for 
the Department Oregon, Remember- 
ing visit she had made this hospital 
1950, when National Vice-Chair- 
man Rehabilitation, she visited Car- 
ville with group national officers 
for the dedication the colors the 
local Unit 188, she elected add the 
program the Oregon group the pro- 
ject extending educational efforts 
HD. 

Mrs. Gunn announced the project 
bulletin for their meeting held 
Portland. After this October meeting, 
Mrs. Gunn wrote us, pleased 
the way the Educational Project for Past 
Presidents Parley was received the 
President and Secretary Conference. 
looks were going make prog- 
one their major projects this year.” 
This optimistic statement can now 
repeated without reservation. Mrs. 
Gunn and her auxiliary members have 
extended the educational program se- 
curing subscriptions THE STAR 
already and almost subs have reached 
annual report Auxiliary and Forty 
and Eight subscriptions (STAR-July- 
the Auxiliary had subscrip- 


Mrs. Gunn featured radio pro- 
gram Jan, over Radio Station 
Portland. 


Mrs, Gunn’s have generated 


rebirth interest for the people 
Oregon. 1945, Voiture 1221 
Roseburg, Oregon, proved among 
the most active and enterprising Voy- 
ageurs the nation when they made 
lamp the famous myrtle wood, 
which grows only their part the 
country, and originated 
auction it, symbolic the radiating 
the light truth disease. 
Mrs. Gunn has now rekindled the light 
Oregon. 


The House That Hank Built 


sidewalks the street. Wax leaf Ligus- 
trums are set about six foot inter- 
vals bordering the yard and kept trim- 
med ball shape. Irish junipers, pfit- 
zers, roses, azaleas and other plants and 
shrubs are all placed 
throughout the yard. Hank doesn’t just 
mow the grass, actually manicures 
the lawn and his great pride and joy 
right now the growth the St. Au- 
gustine grass brought from Texas 
set out our yard, 

have had many requests from peo- 
ple wanting purchase copy our 
floor plans, also requests for Hank 
build other people’s homes, but there 
are blueprints except Hank’s head 
and date has not been able 
away from the hospital long enough 
build for anyone else. For long time 
before embarking the adventure 
building our cottage had both stud- 
ied floor plans, trick ideas for interiors 
landscaping. had, course, 
been dreaming the home build 
elsewhere the future, but not 
regret having built home here which 
are enjoying during our residency. 
And, efter all, who knows what the fu- 
ture holds for any us—it could 
that embody some the ideas 
from our Chateau Simon Carville 
another home another spot one 
these days. 


BATON ROUGE 


Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient Courteous Service 
Carville, Louisiana 
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Tribute Pioneer 


dressed man walking along the road, 
carrying two suitcases, our astonish- 


none other than Mr. Danner. Through 
some misunderstanding the car was not 
the St. Gabriel station meet him 
decided start walking the hos- 
pital, distance some five miles, 
rather than bothering telephone.” 

had long talk with Uncle Will 
that last visit. The new building pro- 
gram had just been completed and our 
set-up must have been amazing con- 
trast what had seen here the 
early quoted Scripture me, 
“Howbeit believed not their words, 
until came, and mine eyes had seen 
it; and, behold, the one half the great- 
ness was not told me: for exceedth the 
fame that heard.” (Chronicles 9:6) 

had been publishing THE STAR 
for about year and, although Uncle 
Will and did not always agree all 
phases the problem, particularly 
terminology, ours was honest differ- 
ence opinion; and from the very be- 
ginning THE STAR, Uncle Will 
was one our staunch supporters. 
took out many subscriptions for friends 
this country and abroad, especially 
workers and patients, and renewed 
the subscriptions regularly. 

The last letter Uncle file, 
very thick one, full 
torical data (he loved 
dated September 16, 1952. Less than 
two months before his death wrote 
for extra copies the July-August 1952 
STAR which could distribute 
meetings shall speaking dur- 
ing the next few weeks.” was this 
issue that had given him what 
called friendly approval,” with 
our article, “Let Honor Uncle Will 
Danner.” 

Most people are given their flowers, 
verbal and otherwise, after their pass- 
ing, but have the satisfaction 
knowing that Uncle Will was aware 
the project planned his honor, which 
will now designated Memorial, 
The project planned the installation 
pipe organ and tower music system 
the Protestant Chapel here. Mr, Dan- 
ner and the American Missions spon- 
sored the building this Chapel 
doubly fitting that the organ should 
dedicated his memory. 

Our resident chaplain, Mr, Carl 
Elder has said, “Any memorial Wil- 
liam Mason Danner, here elsewhere, 
can only partly express the debt owed 
him for the fine humanitarian work 
did.” share Chaplain Elder’s opin- 
ion and THE STAR proud have 
part the Danner memorial—tribute 
pioneer. S.S. 


BROTHERHOOD 


Brotherhood Week, when special at- 
tention given the promotion 
understanding, tolerance, 
ship among all people, will observed 
Feb. throughout the nation. 
Brotherhood faces greater challenge 
anywhere than Carville, where 
population less than 400 have rep- 
resentatives the black, brown, yellow, 
red, and white races, have have 
had people many nationalities and 
many faiths. have language barriers 
and greatly varying customs. has been 
said many times that patients Car- 
ville have nothing common but HD. 
Yet with all this, they live not for one 
week brotherhood but year after year 
with growing tolerance for the differ- 
ences, 

The three chaplains who serve Car- 
ville are pictured the cover and sym- 
bolize the unity and absence conflict 
which can achieved members 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish faiths, 
while wholeheartedly practicing their 
Chaplains Edward Boud- 
reaux, Catholic, and Carl Elder, Prot- 
estant, are residents our community. 
While they have separate chapels, they 
share single office. Father Boudreaux 
was born Donaldsonville, La., just 
short way across the river from Carville. 
was ordained 1942 and served 
assistant pastor St. Maurice Church 
New Orleans before coming here 
1950. His religious work and his hobby 
music consume considerable part 
his day, but takes time partici- 
pate community activities; and when 
the softball season opened last year and 
“batter up” was called for little pre- 
game frolic, was Father Boudreaux 
who stepped the plate, 

Behind the mask and the glove 
that occasion, and incidentally grabbing 
swinging third strike, was Chaplain 
Elder. Although has been with 
little over year, already one 
the most popular men town. Born 
Wooster, Ohio, Chaplain Elder became 
Presbyterian missionary Thailand 
and served chaplain the U.S. Air 
Force after being released from con- 
centration camp. present, holds 
the rank Major the Air Force 
Reserve Corps, 

Our two resident chaplains share the 
minesterial duties such occasions 
Memorial and Armistice Days with Rab- 
Marvin Reznikoff, Liberal 
Synagogue, Baton Rouge. Rabbi Rezni- 
koff served chaplain the 
Army during the last war. visits Car- 
ville twice month under the sponsor- 
ship the National Jewish Welfare 
Board and has presented book reviews 
before members this community. 


When Rabbi Reznikoff was unable 
make the trip Carville the Day 
Atonement, was Chaplain Elder who 
read the service for him locally. the 
death Jewish patient Carville, 
Rabbi Reznikoff conducted the funeral 
service from the Protestant Chapel. 
turn, Chaplain Elder has been invited 
occupy Chaplain pulpit. 


MOM MILLER’S 75TH BIRTHDAY 


Mom Miller chalked years 
living and giving Monday, Feb. 
16, and the Shreveport Journal (Feb. 
14) hailed her “one the City’s 
most prominent citizens, who has spent 
the major portion her life helping 
others.” 

The Journal described Mom 
woman who has big voice, big heart 
and big personality,” and said, “Mom 
does not want birthday gifts, but won- 
ders there are persons who each 
would send her birthday greeting 
her 

Mom Miller one Carville’s favor- 
ite people and best loved friends and 
among her birthday greetings there were 
many from Carville and orchid 
express our admiration for this remark- 
able woman who combines the body, the 
mind, and the heart and keeps them 
parallel vigor purposeful activity, 
study, and love. 

antique cameo brooch 
was the birthday gift Mom from THE 
STAR staff, which she member 
without portfolio and without HD, 
B.L. Spann Post and Auxiliary, the 
American Legion, and and 
many other friends here among patients 
and personnel. 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 


Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 

Your Mail Box 
our Teller’s Window. 


Let know any way can 
serve you any time 
¢ @ 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 
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THE PLAY’S THE THING 


Carville might well called the hin- 
terland, for seldom get in-the-flesh 
comedy three acts Louis Verneuil, 
presented here the evening Sun- 
day, February the Baton Rouge 
Little Theater, was not just “affair,” 
was event, special event for those 
localites who love the theater. 

State” has neat and 
self with behind-the-scenes deals and 
schemes, involving love and politics. Mr. 
Verneuil’s bright and sophisticated com- 
edy was seen Broadway 1950, but 
from some the dialogue was evident 
that the script had been adapted 
bring right the hour—the 
Eisenhower. There was even amus- 
ing quip about “Mamie’s 

The entire action the play took 
place the living room the Chevy 
Chase, Maryland, home bachelor Sen- 
ator George Henderson. was ex- 
cellently portrayed Bill Slatter, popu- 
lar radio announcer. 

Instead the triangle, 
has quadrangle twist, 
Constance Russell, the much younger 
and dissatisfied wife aged, retired, 
Washington 
drew made the most rather unsym- 
pathetic role, and the audience rejoiced 
when the deal she concocted ensnare 
her man boomeranged. Irene Elliott, 
played Ann Meredith Van 
made amazing transformation from 
plain schoolmarm blond, glamour 
gal. Philip Russell, the 
cian, Roy Hebert had the finesse this 
role demanded and gave excep- 
tionally well-sustained performance, Lee 
Edwards, Managing Director the 
Baton Rouge Little Theater, was Byron 
Winkler, Secretary State. Mr. Ed- 
wards carried off his role with the 
savoir-faire one would expect from 
artist his ability and experience. 
Mayeux did the butler with customary 
dignity. 

Furniture from our 
with the rich red velvet the back- 
ground, provided attractive setting. 

was presented Carville 
the night after closed week’s run 
Baton Rouge and the players were still 
the mood. ‘There was nothing warmed 
over about the performance, nor did 
have that “not quite ready” air; fact, 
this reviewer, old torch-bearer him- 
self, thinks was the most professional 
Little Theater performance ever staged 
Carville. 
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SPORTS 


When Baton Rouge holds its annual 
baseball clinic for its youngsters, Car- 
ville’s sports enthusiasts get their op- 
portunity probe for little inside 
dope the national pastime. Each 
year Doc Wendler, trainer the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers, and Bill Williams, Baton 
Rouge sports writer, bring several 
the major leaguers attending the clinic 
down here for chat. This year’s guests 
Feb. numbered some the most 
promising and accomplished players 
join the big time recent years, in- 
cluding Clint Courtney, St. Louis 
Brownie catcher and the American 
League’s “rookie the year,” Roy Mc- 
Millian and Joe Bill Adcock the 
Cincinnati Reds, Milton Bolling the 
Boston Red Sox, Dave Madison the 
Detroit Tigers, and Dickie Thompson, 
talented minor leaguer. 

* * * 

THE STAR staff got sweet valen- 
tine from Chicago 
Traffic Union Telephone Co., early 
February. you’ve never had the plea- 
sure enjoying any Mrs, Snyder’s 
candy you just not know what 
missed. When all hands are busy as- 
sembling issue our publication the 
job made much easier nibbling 
such sweet treat the candy sent 
Mrs, Jascot. 

* * * 

Jan. was Tuesday, not Sunday, 
but the dinner that day had chicken and 
all the trimmings, topped off with fancy 
ice cream, was the annual treat the 
patients the Dutton League, Chicago, 
arranged our Chief Nurse, Sister 
Teresa Kelly. 

* * * 

Mrs. Elizabeth Burdette, Brooklyn, 
N.Y., national rehabilitation chairman 
the American Legion Auxiliary, has 
taken her project for this Auxiliary 
year the raising funds purchase 
metal chairs for our recreation hall. The 
project was suggested Mrs. Burdette 
T.H. Rickman, Jr., Director Com- 
munity Activities this hospital, Aline 
Stribbling the local B.L. Spann Unit 
188 serving chairman the Bur- 
dette Chair fund and now receiving 
contributions, Aline reports that 
the present time about $500 has been 
received. The project terminate 


-the time the next national conven- 


tion the Auxiliary. the wish 
the local unit purchase the chairs all 
one time that they will uni- 
form design. 


CARNIVAL CARVILLE 


“Let the drums roll out, let the trum- 
pets blare, let the people shout, here 
comes the band.” won’t play with the 
pomp military band nor march 
with its preciseness, but the Dixieland 
rendition “When the King Comes 
Marching In,” played our Mardi 
Gras band cakewalks down the 
corridors with Claiborne Williams 
its head, leading parade gorgeous 
girls mounted extravagant 
will have the merrymakers lining the 
parade route hootin’ and hollerin’ when 
they join the vanguard following the 
band the ballroom, Riding his 
kingly throne and reigning over the fes- 
tivities will Rex Ray Wood, who has 
chosen young and lovely Ginger Owen 
flanked colorful court, with Joey 
Guerrero and Peggy Leon the maids- 
in-waiting and Paul Fernandez and 
Amescua Loza their dukes, 

Mrs. Irma Griffatta, New Orleans, 
Captain the Crewe again this year, 
Fred Smith Grand Marshall, and 
Broussard holds forth Lord 
Mayor. Let’s have the Grand March and 
drink the toast! The revelers are await- 
ing the King’s proclamation “on with 
the dance,” 

* * * 


COMING—ONE WOMAN THEATRE 


Adele Neff Rockville Centre, New 
York, who describes herself 
actress, farmer,” will present her unique 
program one-woman theatre—a caval- 
cade ladies, women, and females—in 
our theatre the evening Sunday, 
March 7:30. 

Miss Neff has won the acclaim 
audiences from coast coast and the 
performance here this vivid person- 
ality should real treat. 

* * * 

Musical numbers featured the variety 
show given here Sunday afternoon, 
18, the Mothers’ Club Sacred 
Heart School, New Orleans, was 
enjoyable program. 

* 

When the new Wurlitzer juke box 
was installed our rec hall THE 
STAR purchased fourteen new popular 
jive records for from our record fund. 
This fund maintained contribu- 
tions from many people but predomin- 
ately gifts from Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary Units who have been 
told about Mrs. Florence Green, 
Kalamazoo, national hospital 
chairman the DAV auxiliary. 
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Here ave few the many letters 
have received recent weeks from 
patients and workers other countries. 
Our foreign circulation steadily 
mounting approach the goal 
making THE STAR medium ex- 
pression for patients all over the 
world. 

Recently letter came from 
India saying: have read essay 
Dahawan Pendaldi Indian maga- 
zine, published and printed 
Shepard and for the Oriental Watch- 
man Publishing House, Salisbury Park, 
Poona, that your paper collects all the 
information about Hansen’s disease. 
want copy your magazine which 
news about the illness published. For 
this action shall grateful. 

“On the other hand want know 
something from you and hope that you 
will not refuse write what want 
now twenty years. health sound, 
but there are two white spots 
right hand. never feel any pain the 
skin when cut burn it. Can 
cured? not, then not hesitate 
write that incurable disease. 
not curable will take another 
path end life, Please write me.” 

Signature withheld 

the STAR staff still marvel 
when hear our paper being 
quoted mentioned some publica- 
tion far-off land and are deeply 
conscious the life and death, hope 
and defeat responsibility that ours 
educating people understand the im- 
portance getting treatment early 
that the illness can arrested cured. 

doctor from India, who visited Car- 
ville December, was hyper-critical 
tions certain articles from our paper 
which had appeared his country had 
been harmful, admitted that state- 
ments were removed from context and 
thus meanings had been changed and 
also that statements THE STAR 
that clearly state that they apply only 
the U.S. were printed general state- 
ments. are, course, not respon- 
sible for such unfortunate interpreta- 


tions and mistranslations. 
* * * 


Words cannot express our sincere 
thanks for the kind help which being 
sent medicine. have received 
the notice from the Chemical Company 
Calcutta saying that the order be- 
ing taken care of. happy get this 
medicine have been giving injec- 
tions for the past ten years and all 
have been able keep from 
spreading. are better position 


MAIL BAG 


handle cases now that have lady 
doctor fully qualified who also inter- 
ested helping those poor people for 
whom very little being done. This doc- 
tor accepts from only her expenses, 

are the interior and far from 
any other hospital and may develop 
big hospital time goes on. 
Most people here believe much herbs 
and many come with sores covered 
with cow dung. the cure for every- 
thing. Rest assured that any medicine 
help you give will used you 
direct and record will kept the 
progress the cases. 

are most grateful for your gen- 
erous help. Many thanks and may God 
bless you, 

Patrick Boland, 
Catholic Mission Station 
P.O. Mirzachowki, India 

January THE STAR placed 
order with the Bengal Chemical Phar- 
maceutical Works, Calcutta, for ship- 
ment sulfone drugs 
with funds provided Carville patients 
raised through activities local groups, 
Holy Name Society and Legion Mary 
and contributions from THE STAR. 
Friends throughout the U.S. are now 
helping continue this worthwhile 
project. (See Sulfones For Santals- 
STAR, Dec. 1952) —Ed. 

* 


* * 


feel that the sulfones have actually 
made the social problems more pressing 
because leprosy cannot said 
cured until you have got the public 
regard just another disease. some- 
times wonder the stigma leprosy 
will ever die. Perhaps long after leprosy 
abolished from the world the bad 
odour attached the disease will re- 
main. But like think that 
wrong and that these apprehensions are 
but the whispering weakness. Any- 
way our duty wage ceaseless 
war and total war ignorance and 
prejudice. You and your friends are 
continuing greatly towards this end and 
your STAR sheds its light from afar 
every corner the world. 

T.N. Jagadisan 
Madras, India 

are indebted Dr, Robert Coch- 
rane, London, for introducing via 
correspondence Professor Jagadisan. 
have recently received copies Pro- 
fessor Jagadisan’s booklet “Leprosy And 
The Social which fore- 
word the Minister For Health, India, 
Amrit Kaur, Professor Jaga- 
disan prolific writer the subject 
HD, seeking new out- 
look, and his contributions the cause 
have been outstanding. —Ed. 


This tell you that yet the In- 
sular Health Department Puerto Rico 
has done nothing change the name 

4the hospital for Hansen’s 
tients. all hope that the very near 
future will changed. 
Hay dee Ruiz Rivero, 
Medical Social Worker 
Hospital for Lepers 
Rio Piedras, P.R. 
* 
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and also patient, hear the 
Carville the pilot institution its 
kind for the world. desire receive 
your magazine, THE STAR, but 
not able pay you because the ex- 
change regulations, 

Chaplain Leperdriel 

Hospital 

Ogondon Par Bambari 

Oubangin Chari 
French Equatorial Africa 

Almost every mail brings letters from 
patients far away places request- 
ing THE STAR but who are unable 
subscribe because the difficulty pre- 
sented monetary exchange. never 
turn down such requests and always 
send THE STAR with our compli- 


ments. —Ed. 
* 


have recently read book, Miracle 
Carville written one the earlier 
arrivals your hospital and also 
pioneer your news-journal. This has 
aroused much interest. Then learned 
from the book Medical Milestones 
Dr. Marriott that outsiders can help you 
subscribing THE STAR. More 
power your elbow educating the 
U.S.A. and the world wipe out any 
stigma attached the disease. 

Frederick Watts 
Laboratory Technologist 
Laboratory 
Mewston Hospital 
near Leeds, England 
* * * 


There are some improvements re- 
port from The bungalows 
for married couples have been occupied 
since Oct. They are very cozy and com- 
plete homes, The valid patients have 
ified for courses which will commence 
Jan., 1953, prepare them for their 
future return society. The most ad- 
ministered drug here DDS (the parent 
sulfone) some get diasone. Allow 
thank you for the regular sending 
your most interesting paper, THE 
STAR. 


van Waardenburg 
Heidebeek, Heerde, Holland 


February 1953 


~ 


Facts that You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility 
States, endemic foci are limited Texas 
and Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
ago. date not single member the medical 

staff has contracted the disease. 


and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
and other communicable diseases. 


with the exception children under 10, are 
freely, nor are they required take any special 


ae, 
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Despite that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout, the workers, religious and 
lay have been patients, the in- 
cider infection very small. some these cases rea- 
existed whether the individual acquired 
the Hansenarium. This especially true when 


disease occurs frequently when the disease 


hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 


cafeteria help, clefical workers, Taboratory 


with but one possible exception native this 

section) not single member the has 
the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
this hospital located almost within the heart the 
endemic section the most the Union 


What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 


che much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
that. “The good father never took any precautions 
infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 


would expect more cases 


Patients are visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experiet.ce over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen's 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish betweca 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts and Michigan 
sen’s reportable but the patient subject “NO RE- 
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man woman may remain perfect physical health 
years after contracting disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 
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say little learning dangerous thing 
and the little that people usually know has proved the 
dangerous thing about HD. 


year’s subscription THE STAR will give you the oppor- 
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THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 

Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 

Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


Encourage and finance social service for needy patients 


monthly patients the U.S. Public 


Address. 


Please send THE STAR to: 
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